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We're known for our natural
wonders and luxurious
amenities but underneath itall,”
~ Hawai‘i, The Big Island,
has even more to inspire you,
For details, visit bigisland.org,
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Doing It Dry

DUI'S TRAVELING DOG RALLY INVITES DIVERS TO
EXPAND THEIR HORIZONS BY ERIC MICHAEL

0 HEN THE MERCURY PLUNGES

into the 40s in November, most
Florida divers crank the heat and stay in
bed. But on a recent unseasonably brisk
Saturday, I welcomed the chill — I had
a blind date with a drysuit at Manatee
Springs in Chiefland, Florida.

Learning to dive dry had always
been on my to-do list; DUI’s DOG Ral-
ly helped remedy that skill deficiency by
making it way too easy to say yes.

Part traveling demo circus, part com-
munity outreach program, the California
manufacturer’s annual road trip brings
more than a hundred of its suits to loca-
tions around the country, including some
of America’s top local-diving hot spots
in the Midwest and on both coasts. Along
with access to the complete line of dry-
suits, undergarments, RockBoots and
accessories in every size, certified partici-
pants receive fitting by seasoned DUI staff,
the opportunity to test-dive as many suits
as they desire and enough training to get
wet safely. Not to mention a steady sup-
ply of camaraderie — and a free barbecue
— with divers just as passionate as you, all
for a $10 advance ticket ($15 day of ).

T entered the well-oiled DOG Rally
assembly line a complete newbie, and
in about an hour T was hovering above
the mouth of the spring, dialing in my
buoyancy under the supervision of one
of DUTDs traveling instructors. Starting
with its new high-tech FLX Extreme, T
switched to a more burly TLS 350 for a
second dive and would have kept dig-

ging through the line had T
not spent so much time talk-
ing with the other divers.
Driving home that night,
T promised myself I'd get
my PADI Drysuit Diver
Specialty class scheduled
as soon as possible. And
Pll never sleep in on cold
mornings again.
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